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by her signing the collective note, Palmerston turned his
efforts to checking French pretensions by curbing Mohammed
All's power.

In Palmerston's view, Mohammed Ali was a dangerous and
a disintegrating element that must be removed if the Ottoman
Empire were at all worth maintaining to check the Russian
advance. Other people and France in particular might think
what they liked about the Sick Man of Europe, his incurable
ailments and his certain decease. They might imagine and
invent solutions for the partition and the remodelling of
his heritage.   But Palmerston had a different view about
the Sick Man and his empire.  " Empires which had lasted
long were extremely slow in falling.   When people say
that the Turkish Empire is rapidly falling to decay, one always
replies: It will last our time if we try to prop it up and not to
pull it down/ " wrote Palmerston.1 In the House of Commons,
when his policy was criticised by a certain Mr. Hume, the
Member for Kilkenny, Palmerston declared that he saw no
difference between the position of Mohammed Ali and that
of a lord-lieutenant of Ireland trying to make himself a separ-
ate hereditary sovereign over Ireland and Scotland. He plainly
told the House that he could not see "how the internal
improvement of police in Egypt told either one way or the
other on a great political question, namely whether it was for
the interest of England or not to maintain the integrity of the
Turkish Empire."2 Mr. Hume's reply was to remind Palmer-
ston of England's capture of Aden, and of Russia's large-scale
spoliation of Turkish territory.

England of her own accord might declare the independence
of the Spanish colonies in America, and might support and
recognise the cause of independence in Greece and Belgium.
But her liberal intentions went no further. She recoiled before
the Russian scare and the French nightmare.

The French objection to Palmerston's proposal for wresting
the Turkish fleet from Mohammed Ali, by employing coercive
measures, marked the first split between the views of both
governments. The second rock on which Anglo-French under-
standing struck was the territorial question. France wanted
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2 Hansard^ 27 March 1840.